Thomas: Call and Response

The tremendous effort by so many agencies during the 2017
Ventura County, California, Thomas Fire inspired me to compose
Thomas: Call and Response. Written during the weeks-long fire,

the title refers to the legion of responders gallant actions. It
attempts to convey the skill, determination, logistics, and bravery

of the monumental organizational enterprise mounted against a
massive disaster during a period of chaos, frustration, anger, and
ultimately, tragedy. The piece begins as a rollicking march to
battle and closes as a somber procession evoking loss of lives and
property. Though it ends on a c-minor chord, the emphasis on the
dominant pitch aspires to balance grief with hope.

Raul Kottler
Ojai, California
December, 2017
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